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In the 2007 Fall Issue of the LNCC Newsletter I closed
by asking you to Think Deep Snow. Well there must be something
to the power of positive thinking! It’s been a great winter for
everyone that enjoys snow in the north woods, Its white gold for
business’s, exercise for cross country and down hill skiers, and of
course miles upon miles of beautiful groomed snowmobile trails
for those of us that enjoy snowmobiling. And it doesn’t stop there
it’s liquid gold in the spring and summer.

I was talking with Sam Morgan of the WVIC the other
day and he mentioned that the snow cover we have on the ground
today has a water content of 4” - 4 1/2”. In comparison the
normal snowfall totals would equal about 3” of water. We have
been fortunate that the weather has been cold and we didn’t have
a lot of early run off due to melting snow. The easiest reservoir to
fill in the spring is the Spirit because it is the smallest, the next is
the Rice Reservoir (Nokomis Chain), then the Willow Reservoir,
and the Rainbow Flowage. The Rainbow and the Willow are
usually a toss up as far difficulty in refill. This year the Rainbow
will be the most difficult due to the lack of precipitation north of
that reservoir (Vilas County). The ground water levels are down
and it takes not only good snow cover but also spring rains to get
things back to somé normality. It looks like the Spirit and the
Rice will be full due to the run off from the snow, but the Willow

and the Rainbow may not hit the high water mark unless we have
a real wet spring.

Back in 2001, any business or organization had the first
opportunity ever to challenge the WVIC Operating Plan for
Reservoir System per the FERC license referred to as the Five
Year Look In, The LNCC did challenge to spent almost 1 1/2 years
preparing. If my memory is correct there were basically three
changes because of the LNCC efforts. Purple Loosestrife control,
(for more information on Purple Loosestrife go to
www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/aquatics/loosestrife.shtml )
Adjustments to the Indexing System to improve refill
opportunities, and Reduced down stream flows for the entire
month of April. Of course it was easy to see when the WVIC
started eradicating Purple Loosestrife. But unless you study the
Indexing System (percentage of full between the reservoirs through
out the year) you may never be able to see the change. The reduced
down stream flows in the month of April were very noticeable
when the change first happened because we had a couple long
winters and the run off could no longer go down stream at the
higher flows so the lake filled up. I remember residents
complaining the water was to high two years in row. I know from
experience it is a lot easier to put a dock in when the water is low,
but the more water we have in the spring the longer we can enjoy
the higher water levels. Its all about storage and flow. So this
spring when Nokomis is full don’t complain be happy and enjoy
it for a longer period of time.

Again we have many things happening and the
committees are working hard for everyone around the lakes. We
are on track for the WIJQ Home Sport and Travel Show, 9* Annual
Pontoon Raffle, Eurasian Milfoil project, and the Lake District
project, we have also been asked to get involved with the 60™
Anniversary Celebration of the Town of Nokomis, we will have a
booth, a float in the parade, and help where ever we can. Please
get involved it will be a lot of fun!

The LNCC is celebrating our 25" Anniversary and we
will be selling commemorative shirts, sweat shirts, and hats @
our cost, we will not make a profit on them because we want as
many members as possible to be wearing them while enjoying
our beautiful lakes. We will have them available for the WIIQ
Home Sport and Travel Show April 5* & 6%, the Annual Pontoon
Raffle July 12®, the Town of Nokomis Celebration, and the LNCC
board meetings the second Saturday of every month.

Tlook forward to seeing all of you this spring and summer
on the beautiful Lake Nokomis Chain.

Think Normal Rainfall!
Russ Wadzinski
LNCC President
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